Introduction
the course of history. They have failed for several reasons : First, because, as a rule, there has been too little accurate information as to- the facts of the situation to be dealt with; again, because they have taken too little account of the teachings of experience elsewhere; finally, because they have been too explosive, too discontinuous, to be effective, even if soundly conceived.
The first book of the present series, entitled, " Commercialized Prostitution in New York City/' was written by Mr. George J. Kneeland, upon the completion of a careful study of conditions of vice in Manhattan, carried on under hrs direction by a corps of trained investigators. Its aim was simply descriptive; it presented a faithful picture of contemporaneous conditions in New York.
The present^ book carries the work a step further. Without raising any question as to how far European experience is significant for America, the author describes prostitution in Europe and discusses the various methods of handling it now employed in the large cities of Great Britain and the Continent. The subject is a highly controversial one. For this reason, its investigation was assigned to one who had, on the one hand, previously given it no critical thought or attention, but whose studies of education in this country and abroad had demonstrated his competency to deal with a complicated topic of this nature. Mr. Flexner was absolutely without prejudice or preconception, just as he was absolutely unfettered by instructions. He had no previous opinion to sustain; he was given no thesis to prove or disprove. He was asked to make a thorough and impartial examination of the
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